8th Grade Heritage Spanish

MONTH

TOPIC

Introductions

A
U
G
U
S
T

Preliminary unit Review

Latino Identity

ESSENTIAL
QUESTION

CONTENT

SKILLS/
STANDARDS

How do I share
about myself in
another language?

Grammar:
Alphabet,

Communication:
Standard 1.1
Students engage in conversations, provide
and obtain information, express feelings
and emotions, and exchange opinions.

word sounds,

Standard 1.2
Students understand and interpret written
and spoken language on a variety of topics

What does it mean
to be Latino?

vowels and
consonants,

How have Latinos
been portrayed in a
historical context?

syllabification of
words in text

Cultures:
Standard 2.1
Students demonstrate an understanding of
the relationship between the practices and
perspectives of the culture studied.

How does the
public view
Latinos?

Vocabulary:

Standard 2.2
Students demonstrate understanding of
the relationship between the products and
perspectives of the culture studied.
Connections:

Nationalities

What challenges
face the Latino
Community?

Geography of
Spanish Speaking
Countries

How is being
Latino/Bilingual
beneficial?

Personal
Descriptions

Standard 1.3
Students present information, concepts,
and ideas to an audience of listeners or
readers on a variety of topics.

Standard 3.1
Students reinforce and further their
knowledge of other disciplines through
foreign language.
Standard 3.2
Students acquire information and
recognize the distinctive viewpoints that
are only available through foreign
language and its cultures.
Comparisons:
Standard 4.1
Students demonstrate understanding of
the nature of language through
comparisons of the language studied and
their own.
Standard 4.2
Students demonstrate the concept of
culture through comparisons of the
cultures studied and their own.
Communities:
Standard 5.1
Students use the language both within and
beyond the classroom setting.
Standard 5.2
Students show evidence of becoming lifelong learners by using the language for
personal enjoyment and enrichment.

ASSESSMENT

Spelling Quizzes
Big Question
Discussion Boards
Daily Verb Conjugation
Charts

Exit Slips
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MONTH

TOPIC

ESSENTIAL
QUESTION
What differences
(pronunciation,
vocabulary etc.) can
be seen and heard
between regional
dialects of Spanish
and the way you
speak?

S
E
P
T
E
M
B
E
R

Regional
Characteristics of
Spanish and variation
(dialects)

Expressions and
Inspirations

How do I express
myself?

CONTENT

SKILLS/
STANDARDS

ASSESSMENT

Grammar:

Communication:
Standard 1.1
Students engage in conversations,
provide and obtain information, express
feelings and emotions, and exchange
opinions.

Spelling Quizzes

Castilian Standard
of Spanish
Word sounds
Word blends
Ser v. Estar
(reinforcement)
Estar + Past
Participle

What inspires me?
How can different
forms of art be used
to express a variety
of perspectives and
attitudes?

Passive v. Active
Voice
Vocabulary:
Spanish Speaking
Country Geography
Types of art
Describing types art
and what influences
it

Standard 1.2
Students understand and interpret
written and spoken language on a
variety of topics
Standard 1.3
Students present information, concepts,
and ideas to an audience of listeners or
readers on a variety of topics.
Cultures:
Standard 2.1
Students demonstrate an understanding
of the relationship between the practices
and perspectives of the culture studied.
Standard 2.2
Students demonstrate understanding of
the relationship between the products
and perspectives of the culture studied.
Connections:
Standard 3.1
Students reinforce and further their
knowledge of other disciplines through
foreign language.
Standard 3.2
Students acquire information and
recognize the distinctive viewpoints that
are only available through foreign
language and its cultures.
Comparisons:
Standard 4.1
Students demonstrate understanding of
the nature of language through
comparisons of the language studied
and their own.
Standard 4.2
Students demonstrate the concept of
culture through comparisons of the
cultures studied and their own.
Communities:
Standard 5.1
Students use the language both within
and beyond the classroom setting.
Standard 5.2
Students show evidence of becoming
life-long learners by using the language
for personal enjoyment and enrichment.

Big Question
Discussion Boards
Daily Verb Conjugation
Charts
Unit Reflections
Exit Slips
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MONTH

TOPIC

The School Day

ESSENTIAL
QUESTION

How is my school
day similar and
different from
students around the
world?

CONTENT

SKILLS/
STANDARDS

Grammar:

Communication:
Standard 1.1
Students engage in conversations,
provide and obtain information, express
feelings and emotions, and exchange
opinions.

Stem Changing
Verbs
Affirmative and
Negative words
Comparisons

O
C
T
O
B
E
R

Why is it important
to be involved in
activities outside of
school?
What extracurricular
activities are
available to you?
Hobbies,
Extracurricular Activities
and Sports

Saber V. Conocer
Hacer + Time
expression
Verbs like Gustar
Vocabulary:
School Activities
School Rules
Classroom Objects
Extracurricular
Activities

Standard 1.2
Students understand and interpret
written and spoken language on a
variety of topics
Standard 1.3
Students present information, concepts,
and ideas to an audience of listeners or
readers on a variety of topics.
Cultures:
Standard 2.1
Students demonstrate an understanding
of the relationship between the practices
and perspectives of the culture studied.
Standard 2.2
Students demonstrate understanding of
the relationship between the products
and perspectives of the culture studied.
Connections:
Standard 3.1
Students reinforce and further their
knowledge of other disciplines through
foreign language.
Standard 3.2
Students acquire information and
recognize the distinctive viewpoints that
are only available through foreign
language and its cultures.
Comparisons:
Standard 4.1
Students demonstrate understanding of
the nature of language through
comparisons of the language studied
and their own.
Standard 4.2
Students demonstrate the concept of
culture through comparisons of the
cultures studied and their own.
Communities:
Standard 5.1
Students use the language both within
and beyond the classroom setting.
Standard 5.2
Students show evidence of becoming
life-long learners by using the language
for personal enjoyment and enrichment.

ASSESSMENT

Spelling Quizzes
Daily Verb Conjugation
Charts
Big Question
Discussion Boards
Unit Reflections
Project Assessment
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MONTH

TOPIC

ESSENTIAL
QUESTION

CONTENT

How do Latino and
American families
differ?
Grammar:
How are they
similar?

Latino Family

NOVEMBER

Is the United States
experiencing an
immigration
problem?
Why do some
people believe
immigrants are
hurting the United
States?

Immigration Debate
(continued)

Comparisons
Descriptive
Adjectives

Vocabulary:
Family members
Issues of
immigration
Issues of Racism
and Injustice

What benefits do
immigrants bring to
the United States?
What is the
immigration policy of
the newly elected
president?

SKILLS/
STANDARDS
Communication:
Standard 1.1
Students engage in conversations,
provide and obtain information, express
feelings and emotions, and exchange
opinions.
Standard 1.2
Students understand and interpret
written and spoken language on a
variety of topics
Standard 1.3
Students present information, concepts,
and ideas to an audience of listeners or
readers on a variety of topics.
Cultures:
Standard 2.1
Students demonstrate an understanding
of the relationship between the practices
and perspectives of the culture studied.
Standard 2.2
Students demonstrate understanding of
the relationship between the products
and perspectives of the culture studied.
Connections:
Standard 3.1
Students reinforce and further their
knowledge of other disciplines through
foreign language.
Standard 3.2
Students acquire information and
recognize the distinctive viewpoints that
are only available through foreign
language and its cultures.
Comparisons:
Standard 4.1
Students demonstrate understanding of
the nature of language through
comparisons of the language studied
and their own.
Standard 4.2
Students demonstrate the concept of
culture through comparisons of the
cultures studied and their own.
Communities:
Standard 5.1
Students use the language both within
and beyond the classroom setting.
Standard 5.2
Students show evidence of becoming
life-long learners by using the language
for personal enjoyment and enrichment.

ASSESSMENT

Spelling Quizzes
Daily Verb Conjugations
Oral Debate
Big Question
Discussion Boards
Unit Reflections
Exit Slips
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MONTH

TOPIC

ESSENTIAL
QUESTION

Immigration Debate
Continued

CONTENT

SKILLS/
STANDARDS

ASSESSMENT

Grammar:

Communication:
Standard 1.1
Students engage in conversations,
provide and obtain information, express
feelings and emotions, and exchange
opinions.

Spelling Quizzes

Reflexive verbs
Ser V. Estar
(review)

DECEMBER

Possessive
Adjectives
Introduction of Past
Tense
(preterit)
Television and Movies

How does television
correctly and
incorrectly reflect
the values of a
community?
How are Latinos
portrayed in
movies?

Demonstrative
Adjectives
Prepositions
Vocabulary:
Household chores
Around the home
Types of Television
shows
Types of Movies

Standard 1.2
Students understand and interpret
written and spoken language on a
variety of topics
Standard 1.3
Students present information, concepts,
and ideas to an audience of listeners or
readers on a variety of topics.
Cultures:
Standard 2.1
Students demonstrate an understanding
of the relationship between the practices
and perspectives of the culture studied.
Standard 2.2
Students demonstrate understanding of
the relationship between the products
and perspectives of the culture studied.
Connections:
Standard 3.1
Students reinforce and further their
knowledge of other disciplines through
foreign language.
Standard 3.2
Students acquire information and
recognize the distinctive viewpoints that
are only available through foreign
language and its cultures.
Comparisons:
Standard 4.1
Students demonstrate understanding of
the nature of language through
comparisons of the language studied
and their own.
Standard 4.2
Students demonstrate the concept of
culture through comparisons of the
cultures studied and their own.
Communities:
Standard 5.1
Students use the language both within
and beyond the classroom setting.
Standard 5.2
Students show evidence of becoming
life-long learners by using the language
for personal enjoyment and enrichment.

Daily Verb Conjugations
Present and Preterit
Big Question
Discussion Boards
Unit Reflections
Exit Slips
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MONTH

TOPIC

Special Events

ESSENTIAL
QUESTION
How do special
events and routines
reflect values in a
community
In what events do
you and your family
participate within
your community?

J
A
N
U
A
R
Y

You and Your
Community
What are some
important key
features of your
community?
How do
communities reflect
on the needs of the
community?
How do
communities
support citizens?

CONTENT

SKILLS/
STANDARDS

ASSESSMENT

Grammar:
Reflexive Verbs

Communication:
Standard 1.1
Students engage in conversations, provide
and obtain information, express feelings
and emotions, and exchange opinions.

Spelling Quizzes

Direct and Indirect
Object Pronouns

Standard 1.2
Students understand and interpret written
and spoken language on a variety of topics

Prepositions
Irregular verbs in
preterit tense
(ir,ser,dar,ver etc)
Positive and
Negative
Commands
Present Progressive
Regular and
Irregular
Present Perfect
Vocabulary:
Places around town
Errands
Giving Directions

Standard 1.3
Students present information, concepts,
and ideas to an audience of listeners or
readers on a variety of topics.
Cultures:
Standard 2.1
Students demonstrate an understanding of
the relationship between the practices and
perspectives of the culture studied.
Standard 2.2
Students demonstrate understanding of the
relationship between the products and
perspectives of the culture studied.
Connections:
Standard 3.1
Students reinforce and further their
knowledge of other disciplines through
foreign language.
Standard 3.2
Students acquire information and recognize
the distinctive viewpoints that are only
available through foreign language and its
cultures.
Comparisons:
Standard 4.1
Students demonstrate understanding of the
nature of language through comparisons of
the language studied and their own.
Standard 4.2
Students demonstrate the concept of
culture through comparisons of the cultures
studied and their own.
Communities:
Standard 5.1
Students use the language both within and
beyond the classroom setting.
Standard 5.2
Students show evidence of becoming lifelong learners by using the language for
personal enjoyment and enrichment.

Big Question
Discussion Boards
Daily Verb Conjugation
Charts
Unit Reflections
Exit Slips

8th Grade Heritage Spanish

MONTH

TOPIC

Memories from My
Past

ESSENTIAL
QUESTION

CONTENT

Communication:
Standard 1.1
Students engage in conversations,
provide and obtain information, express
feelings and emotions, and exchange
opinions.

How do I describe
my past?
How do I celebrate
holidays and how
does it compare to
other people around
the world?

Preterit V. Imperfect
Imperfect
Regular and Irregular
Vocabulary:

F
E
B
R
U
A
R
Y

How do I describe
my state of health in
Spanish?

In the News

What types of
natural disasters
happen around the
world?
What measures
does the US take in
aiding countries in
need?

SKILLS/
STANDARDS

Childhood activities
and toys
Describing Family
Celebrations
Natural Disasters
News
Injuries/Treatments
Personal Health

Standard 1.2
Students understand and interpret
written and spoken language on a
variety of topics
Standard 1.3
Students present information, concepts,
and ideas to an audience of listeners or
readers on a variety of topics.
Cultures:
Standard 2.1
Students demonstrate an understanding
of the relationship between the practices
and perspectives of the culture studied.
Standard 2.2
Students demonstrate understanding of
the relationship between the products
and perspectives of the culture studied.
Connections:
Standard 3.1
Students reinforce and further their
knowledge of other disciplines through
foreign language.
Standard 3.2
Students acquire information and
recognize the distinctive viewpoints that
are only available through foreign
language and its cultures.
Comparisons:
Standard 4.1
Students demonstrate understanding of
the nature of language through
comparisons of the language studied
and their own.
Standard 4.2
Students demonstrate the concept of
culture through comparisons of the
cultures studied and their own.
Communities:
Standard 5.1
Students use the language both within
and beyond the classroom setting.
Standard 5.2
Students show evidence of becoming
life-long learners by using the language
for personal enjoyment and enrichment.

ASSESSMENT
Spelling Quizzes
Big Question
Discussion Boards
Daily Verb Conjugation
Charts
Unit Reflections
Exit Slips
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MONTH

TOPIC

ESSENTIAL
QUESTION

CONTENT
Grammar:

In the News

Buen Provecho

M
A
R
C
H

What measures
does the US take in
aiding countries in
need?

How do regional
differences affect
nutritional habits?

Preterit and
Imperfect

Commands Tú and
Ud.
The impersonal ‘Se’
Uses of ‘por’

Can I explain to
someone my
favorite foods and
how to prepare
them?

Para v. Por
Vocabulary:
Food and Cooking
Following Recipes
Giving Instructions
Nutrition

SKILLS/
STANDARDS
Communication:
Standard 1.1
Students engage in conversations,
provide and obtain information, express
feelings and emotions, and exchange
opinions.
Standard 1.2
Students understand and interpret
written and spoken language on a
variety of topics
Standard 1.3
Students present information, concepts,
and ideas to an audience of listeners or
readers on a variety of topics.
Cultures:
Standard 2.1
Students demonstrate an understanding
of the relationship between the practices
and perspectives of the culture studied.
Standard 2.2
Students demonstrate understanding of
the relationship between the products
and perspectives of the culture studied.
Connections:
Standard 3.1
Students reinforce and further their
knowledge of other disciplines through
foreign language.
Standard 3.2
Students acquire information and
recognize the distinctive viewpoints that
are only available through foreign
language and its cultures.
Comparisons:
Standard 4.1
Students demonstrate understanding of
the nature of language through
comparisons of the language studied
and their own.
Standard 4.2
Students demonstrate the concept of
culture through comparisons of the
cultures studied and their own.
Communities:
Standard 5.1
Students use the language both within
and beyond the classroom setting.
Standard 5.2
Students show evidence of becoming
life-long learners by using the language
for personal enjoyment and enrichment.

ASSESSMENT
Spelling Quizzes
Big Question
Discussion Boards
Daily Verb Conjugation
Charts
Unit Reflections
Exit Slips
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MONTH

TOPIC

Esperanza Rising

ESSENTIAL
QUESTION
What is an author’s
purpose in writing
historical fiction?

CONTENT

Grammar:
TBD: ER

Communication:
Standard 1.1
Students engage in conversations,
provide and obtain information, express
feelings and emotions, and exchange
opinions.
Standard 1.2
Students understand and interpret
written and spoken language on a
variety of topics

How do experiences
change who we are
as a person?

A
P
R
I
L

SKILLS/
STANDARDS

Standard 1.3
Students present information, concepts,
and ideas to an audience of listeners or
readers on a variety of topics.

How does where we
live affect our
identity?

Cultures:
Standard 2.1
Students demonstrate an understanding
of the relationship between the practices
and perspectives of the culture studied.

Vocabulary:
TBD: ER

Standard 2.2
Students demonstrate understanding of
the relationship between the products
and perspectives of the culture studied.
Connections:
Standard 3.1
Students reinforce and further their
knowledge of other disciplines through
foreign language.
Standard 3.2
Students acquire information and
recognize the distinctive viewpoints that
are only available through foreign
language and its cultures.
Comparisons:
Standard 4.1
Students demonstrate understanding of
the nature of language through
comparisons of the language studied
and their own.
Standard 4.2
Students demonstrate the concept of
culture through comparisons of the
cultures studied and their own.
Communities:
Standard 5.1
Students use the language both within
and beyond the classroom setting.
Standard 5.2
Students show evidence of becoming
life-long learners by using the language
for personal enjoyment and enrichment.

ASSESSMENT
Spelling Quizzes
Big Question
Discussion Boards
Daily Verb Conjugation
Charts
Unit Reflections
Exit Slips
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MONTH

TOPIC

Conservation and the
Environment

ESSENTIAL
QUESTION
What are the issues
that threaten the
environment today?
What efforts is the
world taking to
combat destruction of
the environment?

M
A
Y

What will the future be
like?

What does your
school community do
to create a more
sustainable
environment?
What can you do at
home to promote
environmentalism?

How can I use
Spanish in my future
career?

What skills are
needed to be
successful in the
future?

CONTENT

Grammar:
Present Subjunctive

SKILLS/
STANDARDS
Communication:
Standard 1.1
Students engage in conversations,
provide and obtain information, express
feelings and emotions, and exchange
opinions.
Standard 1.2
Students understand and interpret
written and spoken language on a
variety of topics

Future Tense

Standard 1.3
Students present information, concepts,
and ideas to an audience of listeners or
readers on a variety of topics.

Vocabulary:

Cultures:
Standard 2.1
Students demonstrate an understanding
of the relationship between the practices
and perspectives of the culture studied.

Professons
Planning for Future
Career
Environmental
problems and
solutions
Ecological Issues

Standard 2.2
Students demonstrate understanding of
the relationship between the products
and perspectives of the culture studied.
Connections:
Standard 3.1
Students reinforce and further their
knowledge of other disciplines through
foreign language.
Standard 3.2
Students acquire information and
recognize the distinctive viewpoints that
are only available through foreign
language and its cultures.
Comparisons:
Standard 4.1
Students demonstrate understanding of
the nature of language through
comparisons of the language studied
and their own.
Standard 4.2
Students demonstrate the concept of
culture through comparisons of the
cultures studied and their own.
Communities:
Standard 5.1
Students use the language both within
and beyond the classroom setting.
Standard 5.2
Students show evidence of becoming
life-long learners by using the language
for personal enjoyment and enrichment.

ASSESSMENT
Spelling Quizzes
Big Question
Discussion Boards
Daily Verb Conjugation
Charts
Unit Reflections
Exit Slips
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